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L This written optntoa is the 



first 



(first, etc.) drawn by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. This opinion contains imUcations relating to the folbwing items: 
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The applicant 



citations and e]q>lanations supporting such statemem 



VHI Certain observations on the intematiooal application 
3. The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this (pinion. 



When? 
How? 
Also 



See the time limit indicated above. Th a a ppl ica nt m a y , b a for i l h » >xpirarion of th at t im e l im i t , r g y is ct i hic 
Au t hority t o gr a m a n 8 KtOT 6 ionn c» » P .u l a 66 ,2 (4) , 

By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 
For the form and the language of the amendn^ms, see Rales 66.8 and 66.9. 



For an additional opporttmity to submu anKnchnents. see Rule 66.4. 
For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments and/or argumetus, see Rule 66.4 bis. 
For an informal oosmmmication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 
If no rcpty b filed, die international preliminary examination report will be establt^ed on the basis of this opinion. 

4. The fmal date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be esublished according to Rule 69.2 is: 27 FEBRUARY 2002 
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WRITTEN OPINION 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/29813 



L Basts of the opinion 



1. With regard to the dements of die international af^lication:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages . 
pages . 



1-89 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

lages 

pages 



90-102 



NONE 



NONE 



. as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) imder Article 19 
, filed with tiie demand 



NONE 



. filed with the letter of 



I X I tfee drawings: 



pages 
pages . 
pages . 



1-53 



, as originally filed 



NONE 



, filed with the demand 



NONE 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



pages 
pages . 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

» filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of _ 



1 With regard to the lai^ti^e; the dements tnaiked dx)ve were available or fimtished to this At2thcH% in the faaigt^e in which 
intemationai application was filed, unless odierwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were avaOable or fiinished to this Aufeorily m the &^owii% language which is: 

I ] the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemationai search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the intemationai application (under Rule 483(b)). 

I I the langu^ of the translation furnished feu- the purposes of international prdiminaiy examinaliQn (under Rules 552 and^ 
or 55 J). 

3. With regard to any nudeotkle and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the inten^itionai ajpltcatkxi, the wrftten opinion was 
drawn on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in printed form. 
I I filed together with the intemationai application in computer readable form. 
j I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subseouently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemationai application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable forni is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
* — * been furnished. 

4 I x| fhe amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



0 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



NONE 



NONE 



fxl the drawings, sheets/fe NONE 



5- I I This opinbn has been drawn as if (some oO the amaiAnents had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70^c)). 

* RepUtcement sheets %\^ch have been Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation tmder Article 14 are referred to 
in this opinion as 'originaUy filed". 
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WRITTEN OPfNION 



Internationa} application No. 
PCT/US00^9813 



VL Certain docaments cited 



I. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 

US A 6.052,717 

US A 6,034,680 



Publication Date 
(day/month/ye 

or) 

18 APRIL 2000 

07 MARCH 2000 



Filing Date 
(day/montii/ye 

or) 

23 OCTOBER 1996 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/monih/year) 



30 APRIL 1997 



25 APRIL 1997 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure refcmng to non-written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/mondi/year) 
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WRITTEN OPINION 



Imemaiional application No. 
PCTAJSOO/29813 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 



Sheet 10 



nMEUMTT: 

The time limit set for response to a Wrinen Opinion may not be extended. 37 CFR 1.484(d). Any response 
received after the expiration of the time limit set m the Written Opinion will not be considered in pr^aring the International 
Preliminary Examination Rqwn. 

V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 
Claim 71 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Hendiicks. 

Considering claim 71. Heirfricks discloses all the claimed subject matter above, except for die Imemet Web site as recited in 
the daim. 

It is noconously well laaown in the art that the Internet is the most widely used source of information. 

ThCTcfoie, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary slcill in the an to modify Hendricks' system to inchide an Intemei 
Web site because the Internet is die most widely used source for obtaining infonnation. 

Claims 1-17, 38^7 and 49-60 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because die prior an does not teach or fairly 
suggest a mediod and corre^nding apparams for distributing electronic books to subscribers con^rising storing electronK: 
books, receiving book orders, determining a queue location, placing first and second sections in first and second queues or 
receiving dectronic books, placing or more books in a plurality of queues aiKl emptying the queues in accordance with a 
priority model as recited in the claims. 



. NEW CITATIONS 



WO 95 15649 A (HENDRICKS ei al.) 08 June 1995. figures 10-12- 
US, 4.855.725 A (FERNANDEZ) 08 August 1989. abstraa figures 1-3 
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WRITTEN OPINION 



Internationa! application No. 
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V. Reasoaed statement under Rule 66.2(aKti) with regard to novelty, inveotive step or indastrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . statement 

Novelty (N) Claims Ui7. 3R^7.49^.71 YES 

Claims 18-37.48.61-70 NO 

Inventive Step OS) Claims M7.38-47^9r60 YES 

Claims 18-37.48,61^71 NO 

industrial AppUcability (lA) Claims liU YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. citattions and explanations 

Oaiins 18-37, 48 and 61-70 tack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being antkipated by Hendricks ct aL (WO 95 15649), 

Consid^ing claim 18, Hemiricks discloses a mediod for delivering electitmic books in an electronic book delivecy system 
compfi^ag: 

a) stonng niain secttoos of dectronic books Ctndex m titles stored at the library 262 as disclosed {hnmgtom the refcroMx: 
niofiiding but not liinitcxl to pages 18-19 juid figure 10); 

b) receiyiiatg a re(^iest for a main section of an decnxmic book 
(figure to, ^ 700); 

c) locatiqg die requested main section (figure 10, st^ 708); and 

d) providing die located main section (figure 10, stqp 712). 

Claims 19-27 are met by fi^re 10 and pages 18-19. whmin the axixittary sections are die pages of a book. 

Considering daims 28, 48 and 61, Hendricks discloses a m^hod for delivering electronic books in an electronic book delivery 
sy^em compristog: 

a) storing first sections (index or titles)at die library (262) or at die operations cemer (250) as disclosed thrcnigfaom the reference 
indudtog but not limited to pages 18-19 and figure 10); 

b) storing second sections (pages of the book) at the library (262) or at the operations center (250) as disclosed throu^out dte 
reference inchiding but not limited to pages 18-19 and figure tO); 

c) receiving a request for an electronic book (figure 10, step 716); 

d) retrieviiig a second sectidn (i.e. tte pages of the book); and 

e) prov^ing die located main sei^oii (figure 10. st^ 720). 



Claims 29-37 ami 62-70 are met by figures 1-10. 
(Conthmed on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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